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CAC Leadership Group (6 + 1 Vacant) 

 

CAC General Membership (10 + 8 vacant) 

Name  Short Bio/Affiliation Term End 
Gene 
Prendergast 
 

Retired career Army, Retired Commanding General of 
Montana Nation Guard, active in community affairs and 
leader in advocating for services to veterans of military 
service. 

Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

Stephanie 
Ballenger-Brooks 

Community member with prior system involvement at state 
and federal level.  

Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

Moffie Funk * Current member of Legislature House District # 82 and 
interested in criminal justice reform 

Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

Teresa Charlton 
 

Member of NAMI, advocates for son whose mental illness 
landed him in our detention center, interested in criminal 
justice reform 

Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

Abigail St. 
Lawrence * 

Private practice attorney, lobbyist on criminal justice issues, 
past YWCA Helena board president, and community 
volunteer.  

Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

Theresa Ortega 
 

Executive Director of Good Samaritan Ministries.   Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

Mike Mahoney Retired and former Warden of Montana State prison, Term 1  

Name  Short Bio/Affiliation Term End 
Tom Cordingley * 
 

Chair of CAC. Newspaper publishing background and 
former director of Grand Street Theater, active in civic affairs 
in Helena 

Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

Carolyn Belling Vice-Chair of CAC. Executive Director of HOPE. Holds a 
Bachelor of Psychology and Associates of Science. 
Graduate of Treatment Court.  

Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

John Wilkinson * Six Questions Task Force Chair. Former CEO of 
Intermountain Children’s Services. Former head of Montana 
Social Workers Association. 

Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

Marshall Gingery Specialty Courts Task Force Chair. Retired National Park 
Service Executive and served in many national parks. He is 
currently the chairman of the Advisory Council for the 
College of Letters and Science at Montana State University, 
president of the Rotary Waterton 
-Glacier International Peace Park Association and is an 
active community volunteer in Helena and has served on a 
number of national, state, and local boards.   

Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

Dennis Taylor 
 

Accreditation/Standards Task Force Chair. Former Director 
of Developmental Disabilities for State of Montana, former 
City Manager of Helena, current Board Member of State 
ACLU. Current interim City Manager for Helena. 

Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

John Lytle Court/Pretrial Services Task Force Chair. General Manager 
of the Double Tree by Hilton Helena Downtown. Part of 
Montana POW/MIA KIA Field of Honor. Graduate of Nexus 
in 2013. 

Term 1  
ends 9/1/21 

Vacant Early Childhood Intervention Chair.   
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 currently director of local non-profit  ends 9/1/21 

Name Short Bio/Affiliation Term End 
Jenifer Gursky Executive director of YWCA Helena.  Term 1  

ends 12/1/21 

Michael Kalous Therapist at Sage Life Counseling with over 25 years of 
experience working with children and families. 

Pending 

Tina Eblin Executive Director of ChildWise Montana.  Pending 

Karen English Community involved Helena realtor with interest in social 
justice. 

Pending 

James Reavis Assistant Appellate Defender with Master’s in Public 
Administration and Juris Doctor.  

Pending 

Vacant   

Vacant   

Vacant   

Vacant   

Vacant   

Vacant   

  

Total of 25 members on the CAC 

 

Note: An *  indicates CAC candidate  was a member of and participated in the 

Justice Committee that was the political action committee that raised money  and 

advocated for the passage of the county’s mill levy request to fund the detention 

center staffing and other costs associated with our local criminal justice reform. 

 


